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Indian drummers at Tesuque Pueblo.

SANTA FE TO TAOS - 83.6 MILES
0.0 MILES. Beginning at the main plaza, the route
lead s north on Washington Street to F ed eral Square
and then to the Old Taos Highway. ( Route Numbers
285,64. )
1.2 MILES RIGI-IT. As the road ascends, the Governor's mansion stands on a hilltop ( 1955, Willard
Kruger ). Th e entire residenti al zone east of the road
has been bu ilt since World War II.
2.0 MILES LEFT. Crest of hill, former hom e of authoress, Ruth Laughlin Alexander ( 1889-1962) . Originally built in 1930 (John Windsor ) and remod elled
in 1950 ( William Lumpkins ).
RIGHT. Panoramic view of San gre de Cristo Mountains, elevation of Santa Fe Baldy 12,622 feet.
5.5 MILES LEFT. Santa Fe Op era, found ed 1956.
Fir st building burned 1967, new amphitheatre ready
summ er of 1968 ( McHugh and Kidd er ). Acoust ics
excellent; the balcony provides shelter in case of
shower. Th e rear wall of stage can be removed to
permit specta cular view of Jemez Mountains and
light s of Los Alamos.
8.8 MILES LEFT. Tesuque Pueblo turnoff ( no photographing ) . A small post-R eb ellion pu eblo ( pop.
259 ) built around a plaza. Th e irregularities of the
fron t bu ilding line give variety, yet main tenance of
90-degree coordinates insures a coherence of plan.
Th e two-story block on the south is typical of early
pu eblo massing. Originally th ere were no openings
on the ground story since rooms were entered by
ladders through hole in roof. Low er rooms were

largely used for storage. Th e half-destroy ed rooms on
west side illustrate the tran sient nature of adobe construc tion wh ich begins to disint egrate as soon as
form ed. Th e wall one sees is the back wall of a front
room.
San Diego de Tesuque Church ( 1915) . Th e
gra veyard behind church retains a few elaborate
wooden crosses of a typ e that was once pr evalent.
Return to Hig hway 285.
10.2 MILES LEFT. Cam elback Hock, erod ed sandstone formation. Also a view of Los Alamos on distant mountain , about 20 miles cross-country.
13.3 MILES LEFT. Cuyamungue, former pu eblo
location. Actually there are num erous small ruins on
low hills along the creek whose once more plentiful
wat er furni shed irrigation . Scattered houses and commercial buildings here dat e within the pr esent decade .
15.2 MILES. Highway 4; turn left ( Los Alamos 20
miles ).
15.7 MILES RIGBT. Pojaque, recent settlem ent near
an old pu eblo which dissolved (c. 1915); valley farms
irrigat ed from Nambe River.
16.6 MILES. Old road along Nambe River parallels
present highway and has access to severa l esta tes and
old farm houses.
20.8 MILES RIGHT. Road to San Ild efonso Pu eblo .
Less int eresting from an architectural point of view
as population has dispersed over reservation. Severa l
good, unrelat ed buildings remain near th e old plaza.
22.2 MILES. Cross Rio Grande River near Otowi
Bridge of literary fame (The Hous e at Otowi Bridge
by Peggy Pond Church ).
23.2 MILES. Highway 30, turn right.
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28.0 MILES. Tum right for Puy e ruin s (7 miles ).
Puye is a Pueblo IV site (c. 1150-1450) and perhap s
the anc estral home of the Indians now living in pu eblos in th e river valley. Two areas of habitation: cliff
dwellings and mesa top .
Th e mesa top contains ruin s of a fairly large
community hou se built around a rectangular court,
an arrangement that is smaller but basically similar
to that of a modem pu eblo like Tesuque. Rooms are
arranged in series as much as 11 deep, but most are
very small (9 to 14 feet wid e and sometimes as narrow as 4 feet ). Two , even three stori es high , the
upper levels were set back with th e roofs of lower
rooms utiliz ed as terraces. Th e cramped rooms with
tiny windows and doors, low ceilings , and no fireplaces would hardly constitute a comfortabl e living
environment. Th e houses provided storage spac e and
minimal shelter, but the working day was spent out
of doors. Th e present walls are reconstruction, laid
over early foundations that had almost disappear ed.
Beyond the living area to the east is a large kiva,
a round ceremonial chamber excavated in the soft
tufa and entered by a ladder through a large smoke
hole. As usual, the kiva is eq uipped with a ventilator
shaft oriented north and eq uipped with a deflector
( masonry baffl e to protect fire from the draft ) .
Smoke from the fire escaped from the same hole
through which people entered by ladder. Th e roof
is a reconstruction.
Th e south rim of the mesa drops off abruptly and
there ar e steep and difficult paths cut in the rock by
which one can descend to a series of sha llow cave
dw ellings and thence to the parkin g lot below. Old er
than the community house on the mesa top , these
cliffside dw ellings began as shallow caves that had
eroded in the soft tufa. Th ese spac es were sq uared
up , using harder ston es as abrasives, then au gment ed
by the construction of regular rooms in front of them.
Two stori es in height, roof tops here wer e also used
as living terraces. Several rooms hav e been reconstructed as has bee n the roof of the small kiva partially excavated in the rock.
Hetum to Highw ay 30, tum left.
29.9 MILES. Tum right into Sant a Clara Pueblo
( pop. 1,119 ). Althou gh the outline of th e plaza is
irregular and bu ildin gs differ in heights, a basic ord er
prevails because walls are all parallel or at right
angles to each other. Th e square kiva built abov e
ground is a late variation of the traditional structure
which was subterranean and usually circular. Th e
decaying structure on the north illustrates the fugitive
nature of adobe.
Retum to highway by north road.
31.8 MILES. Espanola. Settled in the 17th century
but no early buildings survive. Tak e Highway 84
north from town.
32.9 ~hLES . Tum right on grav el road whi ch
parallels new highway. It passes several old adobe
buildings and gives a picture of rural New Mexico.
The acequia ( irrigation ditch ) runs just beyond the
line of houses and waters fields and orchards which
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lie at a slightly lower level. Fi elds are long and narrow to secure frontage for each on the main ditch.
Fr equentl y they are very narrow as a result of the
Spanish custom of subdividing the land among all of
the heirs.
.38.8 MILES. Cross Hio Ch ama.
39.1 MILES. Tum right on dirt road about 100
yard s short of Highway 74.
39.6 MILES. A scattered agricultural community
called Chamita. Although most houses have been remodelled and hard plastered , a characteristic Lshaped plan can be distinguished with windows and
doors opening to a protected southeast exposure.
40.0 MILES RIGHT. Church of San Pedro de Chamita. Although hard plastered and equipped with late
19th century belfry and doors, the church retains the
polygonal apse and stepped silhou ett e that permitted
the transverse clearstory window. Within, extr emely
simple corb els support the vigas and there is an early
retable overpainted with kitch en enamel in recent
years. Th e ranchers in this ar ea were dep end ent on
the church in San Ju an Pueblo as lat e as 1794. Th e
present building probabl y dates shortly before the
dra stic decline that followed the secularization of the
Franciscan missions of 1834.
41.2 MILES HIGHT. Yunqu e ruins. ow a low mud
mound, the original structure was a crescent-shap ed
community house occupied by Indians when Don
Juan de Onate arriv ed in 1589. Additional rooms at
the southeast comer were apparently constructed to
accommoda te the Spani sh and this, therefore , became
the first Spanish capitol of New Mexico. Th e quarters occupi ed by the Spanish ar e almost indi stin guishable from those for Indi ans with some rooms barely
large enough for a man to lie down in. Th e Spani sh
transferr ed the capitol to Santa Fe in 1610. Th e
Yunque site was partially excavated by field sessions
of the U M Anthropology D epartment in 1958-1961.
41.2 MILES. Cross Hio Grande River.
42.0 MILES. San Juan Pueblo. Pop. 1487. The Spanish resettl ed the Indians at this site following the 168092 revolt. Th e core of the pu eblo has disint egr ated and
only one block of two story houses stands, but in 1776
F ray Fr ancisco Domin guez, official commissary visitor
to the missions of ew Mexico, tells us that the pla za
was defin ed by the flank of the church and "three
tenement s sepa rated from one another at the comers."
Th e pr esent brick churc h ( 1913 ) contains three
elaborate marble altars. Across the road is a more
interesting stone chapel dedicated to Our Lady of
Lourdes. This chapel and the handsome stone pedestal
for the statue in front of the church were sponsored
by a Fr ench priest, Father Camile Seux, who served
the pu eblo from 1868 to 1922. An inscription dat es th e
ped estal 1888 while stained glass windows in the
chapel are signed , "Mailhot, Clermont-F ( errand ),
1889." Archit ects of the cha pel were Antoine and Projectu s Mouly who also designed Loretto Chapel and
Saint Francis Cathedral in Santa Fe. Th e general store
east of the chapel retains some character of a 19th
century trading post.

NMA September-October 1970

".

... - .
• t

10.

Puye Cliff dwelling s.
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Church of San Pedro
de Chamita
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Lorenci ta Pino , Potter - T esuque Pu eblo.

42.2 ~hLES. Bear left on grave l road ( the macadam road leads east to Highway 64 ) . Thi s is the
early road from Santa Fe to Tao s.
43.6 ~hLES LEFT. Swan Lake, home of Mr. and
Mrs. Hamilton Garland and one of the most elaborate
haciend as in nort hern New Mexico, it was built over
a number of years by Marie Garl and . In addition to
a privat e estate, it has served as a dude ranch, a summer cultural institute, restaurant, headquarters for a
motion picture company and location for a TV serial.
Th e esta te takes its name from an unu suall y lar ge
tanque ( irriga tion reservoir ) on the garden side .
44.6 MILES. Alcald e. Approximately the location
of a sett lement called Rio Arrib a by Dominguez and
locat ed on one of the most important early land
grants, that given to Seba stian Martin. The present

aspect of the houses is recent , but
some foundation s and the general
shape of the plaza ar e probably
old.
47.0 ~hLES LEFT. Los Luceros,
the best preserved 19th century
hacienda in northern J ew Mexico. As with man y adobe structur es, the antiquity of this important house is hard to assess.
Th ere ar e ruins of an Indian pu eblo
on the property, even perhaps under the hou se. It is possible that
some of the walls are old and the
idea of a two stor y dw elling was
not uncommon in early lew Mexico. evert heless, the pr esent form
of the mansion with encircling
two story veranda and fine Territorial trim is unquestion abl y
late, probably aft er the Civil War
when the area's most elaborate
Territorial style building or remod eling was accomplished. Th e
porch es, with posts ingeniou sly
contrived of several small members, could not have been built
until saw mills were equipped to
do relatively pr ecise work. Th e
rather formal plan with thr ee
rooms on each side of a central
hall is also Territorial. T his hall is
too long and narrow to have served as a zag uan. Th e splendid sala
across one end of the second floor
is unique. Th e wood enframement
of the opening into this room is
capped by a pedim ent ed lintel that
has a curious, bald look, exactly
like those found on some facad e
windows of the Palace of the Covernors in Santa Fe.
In the late 19th century the
house belonged to the Lucero family, hence the name, but was purchased and remodelled by Miss Mary Wheelwright
in the early 1920's. Upon her death, it and part of its
collection of Coloni al art were acquired by Mr. and
Irs. Charl es Collier. To it they brought their extensive collection of Spanish Colonial art which became
the nucleus of the Internat ional Institu te of Iberian
Art founded and dir ect ed by them. Mr. Collier has engage d in extensive sta bilization of the hou se, including the construction of reinforced concrete found ations to equa lize sett ling.
Los Luceros also has a privat e cha pe l built, according to legend , after the house was spa red from a
flood in 1886. D espite th e fact that it was designed to
have a ridge roof which precludes a functioning clearstory window, the chapel nevertheless retains the traditional stepped-up profil e at the altar end as well as
j
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Former railroad stati on at Embudo

the polygonal apse. Th e hand some double doors were
hrought from the Policarpio Romero house in
Pena sco, the work of Gregorio Ortega of Truchas in
the 1870's.
47.8 MILES. Heturn to Highway 64 and turn left.
56.2 MILES LEFT. Embudo Station. Abandoned depot of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad built in
1881 and now used as a foster home for children. A
narrow gauge line that began construc tion in Denver
in 1871, the railroad reached this valley in 1880. Embudo Stati on was a shipping point for lumber, minin g
products, and fruit . It was also a coaling and water
stop and had a turntabl e. Th e sta tion provided a restaurant where passeng ers could refr esh themselves
whil e the train refu eled. Imm ed iately north of Embudo the line began a long, stee p climb ( 1,128 feet in
seven miles, a 4% grade ). The station was closed in
1934 and the rails were taken up in 1942 and shipped
to Burm a along with the rollin g stock, but the cut can
still be seen on the west wall of the Hio Grande
Canyon .
A station master named Henry Wall ace who cam e
to Embudo in 1912 is respon sible for the cobblestone
masonry aro und the sta tion and oth er buildings. Actually, how ever, the masonry is a venee r over th e
railro ad 's conventional wood station. Wallac e also
built several storage rooms and firepl aces using larger

stones . Th e railroad subsidize d his activity by hauling
in cement and carloads of stones.
57.2 ~hLES LEFT. Cobblestone hou se and storage
units buil t by the same station mast er and also veneer.
Long empty, these buildings were occupi ed and restored by a hippi e colony in 1968.
58.8 MILES. Embudo Valley turnoff. For an addition al excursion into the Embudo wat ershed turn
right : Hi ghwa y 75. Th e wat ershed of some 300 squa re
miles derives the name from its funn el-like shape
where five strea ms converge before passing through a
rock defile about one mile from the turnoff. Originally
the only road to Tao s passed up this valley and thence
over the mountains to Talpa and Taos hecau se the
Hio Grand e Valley became too pr ecipitous. Th e town
of Embudo ( now called Dixon ) had a population of
69 in 1776 and tod ay it still retains the remains of
two early defense towers. Th e upper reaches of the
watershed was the scene of extensive lumbering between 1907-26.
59.4 MILES RIGHT. Embudo Hospital, the old est
and probably the best hospit al in Tao s County. Th e
Presbyterian Church began mission activity in the
mountain villages soon after 1900. As schools and hospit als in rur al lew Mexico were almost non existent,
the church pro vided both along with their mission
work . Thi s hospit al was found ed as early as 1914 in
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Lo s A rbol es Apartm ent s. Arc hitec t: Bar r ie H . Groen & Asso c .. A lA .
Ph oen ix : O w ne r/ Builder: W . R. Sc hulz &: A ssoc .• Phoe ni x: Eng ineers:
Ca r uso- Parke &: As soc.. Phoen ix.

How to take
the high out
of low rise

.~ .
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Marshall Tow er s Apartments . Develop er s : C ha lle nge Develop ment . In c .,
Redwood City: Ar ch itec ts: In igu ez an d S too pe n kolf AlA. Redw ood cu v,

Concrete re sid enti al syst ems can save time and
money for low and mediu m-rise apartments . This
is clea rly de monstrated by two new units. one in
Redwo od City and th e othe r in Phoenix.
The 7-story Mar shall Tower s Apartment s in
Redwo od City, Callf., utilized a precast panel
system. Concret e pan els were formed and cast
on site. and lifted into place at the rate of 47
pan els per da y. Tota l constru ction time was 7
month s, and t he cos t of under $15 /sq. ft .
included conc rete -cove re d parking. paved parking lot. landsc ap ing. ar chitectur e. engineering,
carpeting, drapes and kitchen facilities .
The 3-story Los Arboles Apartments in Phoenix
has concrete masonry wall s and lilt-on floors .
This system was request ed by the owner-builder.
and concurred in by the architect for its superior
sound control and construction savings in time
and money. Total cost was put at $17/sq . ft. all
inclusive . The owner /builder has used this

IiTLJ:rI
PORTLAND CEMENT I ~ ::;:~t;:~:::ove< th, pastfour ears
y

5301 CENTRAL. N .E .. SUITE 1715
ALBUQUERQUE . NEW MEXICO B7 10B

An organization to improv e a nd ex tend the use of co nc rete.

14. San
Francisco de
Assisi Church
on Ranchos
de Taos Pla za

the town of Dixon. It moved to the present site in
1940, and the most recent addition dates from 1961.
79.2 MILES RIGHT. Llano Quemado, a farmin g
community of the early 1800's. Its Fernandez house
with a characteristic "shepherd's bed" fireplace is
illustrated in Taos Adobes and there is a pleasant
small church. Farming was carried out in th e irrigated
valley to the north.
79.7 MILES HIGHT. Hanchos de Taos. Althou gh the
dat e of the present church is sometimes mistakenly
given as 1772, there is no description of it or the town
by Domin guez ( 1776) thou gh his ambiguous reference to a "plaza which is being built in the canada"
may possibly refer to Rancho. Th e main doorway and
pointed windows of th e nave were added by an unknown craf tsman sometime after the Civil War, and
a drastic remod elling in 1967 replaced several roof
beams. Despit e protests and offers of financial assistance to preserve th e old mud plaster, the exterior was
covered with cement plaster. Although assura nces
were given that the beautiful, undulatin g contours of
the edifice would not be changed, the pa rap ets were
rebuilt with concrete block and wall surfaces were
regularized. Th e unfortunate result is a har sher, mor e
mechanical composition than the old one record ed by
photographers like Paul Strand and Ansel Adams or
paint ers like Georgia O'Keefe. Th e interior also un-

derw ent a certain stiffening in the renovation though
the present pews and forced air heatin g are more
comfortable than the old benches and wood stoves.
Th e apse and right transept retain good pro vincial
Baroque altar scree ns, the latter by Molleno executed
before 1818.
Preceded by a walled atrium in the center of
which rises a cross, the church illustrat es how dir ectly,
thou gh on a mod est scale,
ew Mexico mission
churches trace back to the "fortress churches" built
by 16th century mendicant s in Mexico. Th e same
point is born e out by the polygonal apse and plac ement of the choir loft just above the main entra nce.
Th e prin cipal divergence from Mexican prototypes
is the transverse clea rstory window whil e the cruciform plan differentiat es it from the single nave scheme
used for New Mexican churches of the 17th century
built in Indian pu eblos.
As lat e as 1840 the colorful journalist, Matt F ield,
described Ranchos de Taos as a fortified town defended with strong gates that could be shut in times
of eme rgency. One and two story houses along the
north side of the plaza retain some of th e early sense
of enclosure and may incorporate parts from earlier
buildings.
80.8 !\h LES LEFT. Sagebrush Inn ( 1930 ).
83.6 MILES. Taos Plaza.
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"E ERYBODY TlKS
ABOUT THE WEATHER.
BUl.....
Prequal ifying bidd ers gets the job done right the first ti me
arou nd. Wit h more construction com ing in the next
20 years than there has been in the last 200 years , it's time the
bi dding clima te rece ives something more than passing
com ment. Why support a mirage that makes the short-term
dollar look better, while sacrific ing solid over-all profits
and better building? The next time you want everybody to bid,
ask yourself what you've done for the building industry late ly.

Mechanical
Contractors
Association
Of New Mexico, Inc.
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